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In Hatman’s Rugged Landscapes

In January, Madeira offered demanding terrain and rugged landscapes, 
along with sunshine and stormy winds.

Suunnistusmänkijä is the newsletter of the orienteering club
Turun Metsänkävijät, which is distributed by email almost on the 
first Monday of every month. It can be read on the club's website 
under “Jäsenille". Send announcements, tips, pictures and reports 
about your competitions, training, trips. The deadline is always at 
the end of the month. Address is kari.vainio@tume.fi.
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TuMe’s most experienced orienteer, Hannu, in the night sprint, where a 
collision with a bridge blunted his sharpest edge.

Kuvakavalkadia Madeiralta

Ökö in the club colours for the first time.                    Sundman in the sprint.

Fisu won his first race.                           Honey won the WRE sprint.



The club’s five — Ökö (left), Honey, Sundman, Fisu and Hatman — trained 
in Madeira and ran all four stages of the MOF, together with Eija and Hannu 
from Finland and Digi, who winters on the island.

Fisu won the WRE middle-
distance race, with Honey 
second, Hatman third and 
Ökö sixth.

The top three of the 
opening race. At the 
front, women’s winner 
Maria Prieto.

Honey took the win in the WRE sprint. Fisu was 
second, Digi fourth, and Ökö fifth, having 
already placed second in the forest race 
earlier.

TuMe Dominated the Podium

Hatman and Ökö continued their camp in 
Week 3 with the three-day MOM. Both won 
a stage, while the third was cancelled due 
to a storm.



In the Cold and at Altitude

Winter Trail Running Victories
Samu was completely dominant in Friday evening’s trail race at 
the Himos Night Winter Trail. Likewise, Uldis proved equally 
superior in the French Alps on Saturday.
     Samu ran the 13-kilometre course in the dark as the only 
competitor to break the one-hour mark. Meanwhile, Uldis, who 
is spending the winter in France, ran the 25-kilometre Raidlight 
Winter Trail near Grenoble at an altitude of around 1,000 
metres, finishing in two hours with a commanding margin.
     “It was cold. For a long time I was wondering whether it was 
even worth starting. In the end, I lined up anyway, since I 
managed to get a solid training session done. A kind, threshold-
pace race while taking care of the lungs,” Samu said about his 
run in –22°C conditions.

Samu after a one-hour threshold run in –22°C conditions. Uldis on a 
course twice as long in the French Alps.



Manu Fifth in the SM Ski
Orienteering Sprint
Manu finished fifth in the H50 class at the Finnish 
Championships ski orienteering sprint on Saturday, and climbed 
to second place overall in Sunday’s pursuit, also claiming silver 
at the Uusimaa District Championships.
     Sunday’s race also featured Joni in the H55 class.

A stylish performance on skis by Manu. Photo: Timo Mikkola.

In the second race on Saturday, run in daylight at an event 
organised under coach Taini’s leadership, Aksu finished 
second, completing the same distance in under an hour as 
well.
     “The conditions were quite cool, but the TuMe boys weren’t 
afraid of the cold. In the forest it was actually fairly warm to run, 
but down in the valley the weather was quite freezing when 
descending towards the finish,” Taini said.
     Due to the cold, there were a number of withdrawals, with 
around ten percent of registered participants not starting.
     “It’s an excellent form of training for orienteers, running up 
and down snowy winter trails,” Taini emphasised.
     Earlier in January, while others were racing in Madeira, Samu 
and Aksu took part in joint training sessions for Finnish and 
Swedish national team athletes in Barbate, Spain.
     “The camp was really good. You don’t often get the chance to 
do mass-start training sessions with Sweden’s top guys. It was 
nice to see what they’re doing as well. The pace wasn’t too hard 
either,” said Samu, who had posted strong test results.



Spotted in the Media – excerpt from Yle, 21 January

Racing Almost on Home Terrain,
Aiming for a Top-Ten Finish
Living in Hamina, a neighbouring town of Kotka, Lari 
Takanen has taken part in the Jukola Relay 13 times.
Takanen has also orienteered in the terrain around Kymi 
airfield, although he no longer has detailed memories of 
it. The area has since been under a training ban.
     “Still, you have a pretty good idea of what kind of 
terrain to expect,” Takanen says.
     Previously, Takanen competed in the colours of 
Vehkalahden Veikot, but later transferred to Turun 
Metsänkävijät due to his studies.
     The team’s best results so far have been just outside 
the top ten. According to Takanen, the goal this time is 
simply to perform well.
     “On a good day, we’ll come home with the win,” 
Takanen states calmly.
     Base training and domestic training camps are already 
behind him. Before the competitions, he will also take 
part in training camps abroad as well as camps held on 
home terrain.



Membership Fees for 2026
Youth members, under 20 years   €5
Elite / representative orienteers   €10
Licensed orienteers, over 20 years  €50
• The club covers entry fees for domestic national 

competitions and Finnish Championships under the Finnish 
Orienteering Federation (SSL). For multi-day events 
(“rastiviikot”), the club reimburses half of the lowest entry-
fee category. In addition, one domestic rogaining 
competition is reimbursed upon presentation of a receipt. 
Licensed orienteers also have the same rights and benefits 
as members paying the “Other adults” fee (see below).

Other adult members     €20
• The club covers entry fees for local AM orienteering events.

Membership also includes the right to participate in Turku 
StreetO, Turku Rogaining, bus transport to the Jukola Relay, 
and regional training events.

The family membership fee has been discontinued.
Children under 12 years of age may be registered as club 
members in connection with a parent’s membership 
application.

Payments
Membership fees and all other orienteering-related financial 
transactions are handled through the following bank account:
IBAN: FI69 1590 3000 1511 32
Payment deadline: 28 February 2026
Account holder: Turun Metsänkävijät
Treasurer: Rauli Helkkula

Important Notes
If you are unable to participate in an event paid for by the club, 
you must reimburse the entry fee to the club account, except in 
cases of illness or injury. Late entry fees are not covered by the 
club. Indoor orienteering events and fitness orienteering events 
are not reimbursed.

Turku Street-O in February
Every Wednesday, 5:30–7:00 pm
• 4 Feb Kastu
• 11 Feb Varissuo
• 18 Feb Tikanmaa
• 25 Feb Hirvensalo



New Contour Map from Kimito
Tippi has produced a new contour-only map of the Karhuranta 
nearby terrain in Kimito. The map was used for the first time in a 
night training session during the Ultraoldblacks camp.
     The control flags have been replaced with streamers for 
daytime use, and a few maps are ready and available at the 
cabin sauna. There are also several other ready-made training 
courses available, both in the immediate surroundings of the 
cabin and further afield on Kimito Island.



Oxana and Joni’s Competition Trip to Christmas Cup

Hard-Packed Sand Dunes
25 December
A five-stage orienteering series was on the agenda. We arrived in 
Alicante by plane at the crack of dawn, with rain forecast for the 
entire day. After quickly picking up a rental car, we headed 
straight for Hotel La Laguna. Due to the rain, we spent the day 
getting acquainted with the hotel’s restaurant services and spa 
facilities.
26 December
The first competition day at 
Guardamar Norte was sunny, with 
a temperature of around 15°C. Due 
to the rain on the previous day, we 
were unable to familiarise 
ourselves with the terrain in 
advance and had to start cold in 
the sand dune terrain.
     The competition area was fast-
running, but the map was difficult 
to read because of the small ridges 
and depressions. The white areas 
were predominantly pine forest.
     Each day after the race, the 
routine included a shower and a 
meal at the hotel, after which we 
set off by rental car to explore local 
tourist attractions.



27 December
The second competition day in Guardamar featured terrain 
similar to the first day, except that there were no green thickets at 
all. The risk of parallel errors was high, so constant focus was 
required throughout the race.
     After the competition, it was once again back to the hotel for a 
shower and a meal. Afterwards, we decided to drive about an 
hour to Sax, where a training map was available. Along the way, 
we encountered a heavy thunderstorm. By the time we arrived in 
Sax, the rain had stopped, but there was still plenty of water in 
the terrain.
     Despite this, we decided to take a short walk in the forest with 
the map. We soon realised that the control flags had not yet been 
placed in the terrain, so we settled for a brief terrain 
familiarisation instead.
28 December
On the third day, the terrain at Guardamar Sur featured more 
dark-green, low-growing, and impassable thickets, which 
presented new challenges when navigating around them.



29 December
The terrain on the fourth day at 
Guardamar Sur was a mix of the 
previous days’ features. Each 
day, however, we managed to 
mess up at least one leg.
30 December
The map for the fifth day at 
Guardamar Norte was almost a 
pure contour map. The small 
yellow areas marked on the 
map were, in many places, 
quite difficult to interpret in the 
terrain, and the ridges were 
higher than on the previous 
days.



31 December
The actual Christmas Cup had already concluded, but for the 
final day we were given a training map of El Molar (right), with 
small control flags already in place. The terrain there was 
somewhat different compared to the previous areas. There were 
not many large boulders, but plenty of small rocks, meaning you 
had to keep your eyes on the ground as well to avoid twisting an 
ankle.
     Before the trip, we had expected to do a lot of running on soft 
sand, but that turned out not to be the case. There was very 
little running in soft sand. Weather-wise, it had looked 
beforehand as though we would be racing mostly in the rain, but 
again, the opposite happened. All competitions and training 
sessions were completed in dry conditions, wearing short-
sleeved orienteering shirts.
     All in all, it was a pleasant and successful trip. Orienteering in 
terrain so different from Finland was great fun. Even though it 
was difficult at times and the fun felt far away, the trip was 
definitely worth it.
Oxana and Joni Tenhunen



Towards Kotka Jukola 2026: Part II, 1979–1983.

The Next Five towards Fifty
1979 Lapua, Simpsiönvuori
After skipping five consecutive Jukola Relays, the next 
generation of TuMe’s scout orienteers began to consider taking 
part again in the summer of 1979.
     There is no clear memory of who first came up with the idea. 
In the late 1970s, numerous orienteering competitions were 
organised by scout troops, scout districts and the Finnish Scout 
Association, and participation was active. Scout skills 
competitions were also attended several times a year. 
Orienteering skills therefore seemed more than sufficient for 
Jukola as well. Below is a table showing our team’s 
performance.

     All members of the team except Kalja were competing in 
Jukola for the first time. Kalja had previously run once in TuMe 2 
in Paimio in 1972. Our final placing was 443rd, out of 591 teams 
that started. The approximately 78-kilometre course took us 12 
hours and 35 minutes, and we reached the finish 4 hours and 20 
minutes behind the winning team.
     The club magazine Mänkijä (3/1979) reported the following 
about the event. There is no recollection of the punching error 
mentioned in the article. According to the official Jukola results 
pages, our team was accepted without penalties.



News of my participation came at the very last minute. Just a 
couple of days before Jukola, Patu turned up at my front door to 
ask whether I would be going. That marked the beginning of what 
has so far become a streak of 46 Jukola Relays.
     My own leg, the third at about 13 kilometres, went well overall, 
with the exception of one leg between controls. The slopes of 
Simpsiönvuori showed their difficulty in the darkness of a 
summer night, and I managed to get seriously lost. I lost more 
than 25 minutes to Häiskä, who ran the following leg. Häiskä’s leg 
formed a fork pair with mine.
     Below is a map extract from the Jukola website showing the 
Simpsiönvuori terrain.

1980 Rovaniemi, Ounasvaara
In the first Jukola Relay held during the midnight sun north of the 
Arctic Circle, TuMe’s team performance progressed as shown in 
the table below.

     The team’s logistics were handled by Pekka “Päkä” Aalto. Our 
final placing was 395th, out of 507 teams that started. The 
approximately 79-kilometre course took us 11 hours and 37 
minutes, and we reached the finish 4 hours and 9 minutes behind 
the winning team.
     Among other TuMe athletes who performed well, special 
mention goes to Matti “Masa” Salonen, who ran the opening leg 
for Liedon Parma and finished third overall with his team.



The ski jumping centre serving as the competition arena was 
located on the northern slope of Ounasvaara. My opening leg, 
about 12 kilometres in length, got off to a poor start. I made a 
mistake at the first control on the southern slope, carelessly 
descending the hillside from the wrong point. I was among the 
last runners.
     Fortunately, I managed to recover with a strong performance 
over the rest of the course. The situation improved particularly on 
a long leg running parallel to the northern slope. I chose a route 
that involved climbing back up to the upper slope and then 
following paths and a line feature close to the control. Those who 
went straight down the hillside later said that the slope was 
simultaneously marshy, rocky and overgrown — extremely heavy 
and slow going.
     Below is a photo of the leg between controls.

Jypä and Ärjy wrote the following in Mänkijä 3/1980.



An unusual incident took place at the end of the opening leg, 
as the leading teams were running the final leg to the 
changeover. The landing slope of the ski jump hill was marked on 
the map as a forbidden area, but the boundary tape had not been 
put in place. Several dozen teams managed to cut across the 
landing slope before the organisers arrived to tape off the area 
and redirect the runners.
     By taking the shortcut, runners saved the climb of a couple of 
contour lines. Among those who took the shortcut were Juha 
Mieto of Kurikan Ryhti, who came in at 11th place at the 
changeover, and Arto “Artsi” Virtala of Pargas IF, who changed 
over in 10th place. Artsi later went on to represent TuMe for 
several years.
     

My changeover position was 285th out of 506 teams. At the 
exchange, I handed the map to Matti “Masa” Viitanen. He was 
living in Lapland at the time and thus strengthened our Turku-
based team with his knowledge of northern terrain.

1981 Hyvinkää, Kytäjä
We set off for the “Mud Jukola” with only six orienteers. 
Determining the running order required quite a bit of detective 
work, as the version found in the Jukola results archive does not 
appear to be accurate. Below is a table showing our team’s 
performance in the assumed order.

     Our final placing was 462nd, out of 749 teams that started. 
The approximately 76-kilometre course took us 17 hours and 50 
minutes, and we reached the finish 7 hours and 24 minutes 
behind the winning team. It is also worth noting that only 494 
teams finished the race. A total of 245, 33% of the starters, either 
retired or were disqualified, which may well be a record.



Kake’s article in Mänkijä 3/1981 provides further details.



In our understrength team, I ended up running two legs. The 
third leg was 13.7 kilometres long and took me 2 hours and 36 
minutes. Progressing in constant rain with the battery-powered 
headlamp of that era was quite challenging. The Tyvek map 
material, introduced the previous year in Rovaniemi, also 
revealed its weaknesses: the map began to fade fairly quickly in 
the continuous rain. I made several small mistakes near controls 
and spent much of the leg running alone.
     At the end of the leg, I still had enough energy to run from the 
final control, through the mud and via the map board, to the 
changeover and hand the map to Päkä.
     I went to the tent and changed into dry clothes. I didn’t have 
the energy to go to the wash facilities — the rainwater had 
already rinsed off the worst of the mud. I ate and drank a little, 
too little in fact, and went to sleep. I had chosen my sleeping mat 
well: the air mattress of the time floated nicely in the muddy 
water.
     I have very little memory of the start of the anchor leg, 15.5 
kilometres. I put my muddy, wet orienteering clothes back on. I 
can’t really recall whether I was sent out by Toippa or whether it 
was already a restart mass start at that point.
     One moment from halfway through the leg has, however, 
stayed in my mind. I was running along a forest road with a first-
aid station beside it. At that point, I had to pull myself together 
and try to run properly. The organisers were pulling exhausted 
runners out of the race. Fortunately for me, there was someone 
in even worse shape ahead of me. Although he staggered from 
one side of the road to the other, he refused to follow the 
organisers’ instructions to retire and tried to escape to continue. 
He must have been one of the early-leg runners, as he was 
wearing a headlamp.



1982 Liperi, Pärnävaara
We headed to Liperi’s supikko terrain for the second year in a row 
with only six orienteers. Below is a table showing the team’s 
performance.

     Once again, team logistics were handled by Pekka “Päkä” 
Aalto. Epo and Jakke had their first taste of Jukola, while the 
others were already experienced veterans. Our final placing was 
473rd, out of 727 teams that started. The approximately 79-
kilometre course took us 13 hours and 38 minutes, and we 
reached the finish 4 hours and 42 min behind the winning team.
     Once again, I ended up running two legs, despite having sworn 
after the previous year that I would never do so again. This time, 
however, the conditions were more favourable and the supikko 
terrain easier to run, even though there was still plenty of 
climbing.

My anchor leg took 4 hours and 34 minutes. That remains 
TuMe’s longest leg time on record. However, it was still far from 
the longest leg time of that Jukola. The anchor runner of 
Hyvinkään Ponteva 3 spent 6 hours and 41 minutes out in the 
forest.

A photograph by Ilkka Saarimäki showing
the conditions at the competition centre.



Mänkijä 3/1982 reported the following from Jukola.

My first leg, the second leg at 12.5 kilometres, went fairly 
smoothly with few mistakes, and I tried to keep the pace at a 
level that would still allow me to cope with the anchor leg. 
Having learned from the previous year, fueling between legs was 
also handled carefully.
     The anchor leg, 15 kilometres in total, was split into two parts: 
first a 10-kilometre section paired with the sixth leg through 
forking, followed by a taped final loop using a new map issued at 
the competition centre. The first ten kilometres went quite well 
while conserving energy, but the first control of the final loop 
caused major problems. I lost about 15 minutes there. I may 
have got a bit too excited by my teammates’ encouragement at 
the map exchange.



1983 Valkeala, Selänpää
We headed to the partly flat and partly supikko-type terrain of 
Selänpää in Valkeala with the following seven-man lineup.

     Our final placing was 561st, out of 799 teams that started. The 
approximately 81-kilometre course took us 12 hours and 23 
minutes, and we reached the finish 4 hours and 12 minutes 
behind the winning team.

    Mänkijä 3/1983 featured a very comprehensive article on the 
Jukola Relay, with each relay runner describing their own leg. The 
full article can be found at the end of this issue of 
Suunnistusmänkijä.
     This was the last Jukola run exclusively by scout orienteers. 
The activities of TuMe’s scout “orienteering club” expanded into 
a more traditional orienteering club structure, and the pursuit of 
top positions in the Jukola Relay began.

Hannu “Hantta” Arki
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