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Freezing cold Easter camp

Freezing stuff. From here, things can only get better. Luckily, this week 
we finally get to open the domestic competition season. These were 
Hesa’s comments.

Suunnistusmänkijä is the newsletter of the orienteering club
Turun Metsänkävijät, which is distributed by email almost on the 
first Monday of every month. It can be read on the club's website 
under “Jäsenille". Send announcements, tips, pictures and reports 
about your competitions, training, trips. The deadline is always at 
the end of the month. Address is kari.vainio@tume.fi.
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Sale.

Uldis. Hatman.

Uldis fifth and sixth at WRE event
At the WRE competition held in connection with the Latvian 
training camp, Uldis finished sixth in Saturday’s middle distance 
and fifth in Sunday’s long distance. Also noteworthy was 
manager Sundman’s third place in the H50 long distance.

Aksu. Yannick.



Rale now in Cyprus
The Cyprus International Orienteering Festival was held from 
March 18–23, featuring four forest races in beautiful and 
demanding terrain.
     An evening sprint took place in the dark in Larnaca, along with 
a great sprint in the old town of Nicosia.
     A large Finnish group took part, with around 60 orienteers. 
Picking flowers was strictly forbidden, a whistle had to be 
carried, those over 65 were advised to carry a phone, and shoes 
had to be checked at both the start and finish. These rules were 
enforced, with warnings about publishing violations on social 
media. And, of course, there was left-hand traffic.
     Despite all this, I highly recommend Cyprus as an excellent 
orienteering destination.
Rale



The juniors have trained under Mikko’s guidance throughout the winter. 
Even the oldest veterans braved the heavy rain a couple of weeks ago.

Several training sessions in Mälikkälä
After the Street-O season and once the snow had melted, 
training has continued on various courses in the forests of 
Mälikkälä, both in daylight and in the dark. Courses originally set 
by Juha for juniors have also been used by many others. 
Streamers are still out in the terrain at least this week.



Tippi (left) presents his courses after the training to Patu, Hannu, Lergo 
and Rale.

70 participants on Tipi’s contour map
Tipi organized a training 
session last week 
during TuMe’s turn for 
local clubs, attracting 
over 70 registered 
participants, including 
a few from the Czech 
Republic.
     The map was not a 
pure contour-only map, 
as it also included the 
most essential cliffs 
and the densest green 
areas. However, the 
main focus of the 
training was on contour 
interpretation. The final 
sections of the courses 
were both technically 
and physically 
demanding, with 
significant elevation 
differences.



Membership Fees Still Unpaid
Youth members, under 20 years   €5
Elite / representative orienteers   €10
Licensed orienteers, over 20 years  €50
• The club covers entry fees for domestic national 

competitions and Finnish Championships under the Finnish 
Orienteering Federation (SSL). For multi-day events 
(“rastiviikot”), the club reimburses half of the lowest entry-
fee category. In addition, one domestic rogaining 
competition is reimbursed upon presentation of a receipt. 
Licensed orienteers also have the same rights and benefits 
as members paying the “Other adults” fee (see below).

Other adult members     €20
• The club covers entry fees for local AM orienteering events.

Membership also includes the right to participate in Turku 
StreetO, Turku Rogaining, bus transport to the Jukola Relay, 
and regional training events.

     The family membership fee has been discontinued.
Children under 12 years of age may be registered as club 
members in connection with a parent’s membership 
application.
     Membership fees and all other orienteering-related financial 
transactions are handled through the following bank account:
IBAN: FI69 1590 3000 1511 32

Sweet Finish to Street-O Season
The event organized by course setter Taneli, together with Tatu 
and Max, marked the end of the Turku Street-O season. The 
closing event celebrated a 10-year journey with donuts, enjoyed 
by over a hundred participants.



Towards Kotka Jukola 2026: Part IV, 1992–1998.
Building a New Rise Begins
Kari Lehto ended his previous Jukola article by stating that 
rebuilding efforts had to begin again, this time from a higher level 
and with more people involved. Of the six Finnish runners from 
the 1991 Jukola first team, Lergo was the only one remaining, and 
even he was only reachable to Golan through the 
communication methods available at the time.
     In Turku, the atmosphere was close to panic. However, the 
situation was eventually stabilized. The guarantors of previous 
years, Juha Hiirsalmi and Timppa Varila, stayed with the club as 
did all the remaining members. New recreational orienteers also 
joined the club.
     The core of the 1990s team consisted, in addition to Lergo, of 
Latvians Aigars Leiboms and Girts Vegeris, as well as Mikko 
Knuutin, who had just turned 17 during the crisis. This quartet ran 
in various orders in the first team all the way until 1998.
     At Virolahti in 1992, the team still included key figures from 
earlier years: Juha, Timppa, and Hannu Arkin. Of them, Hannu 
ran once more in the first team in 1994. Timppa continued to 
compete actively in the club’s other teams, reaching his 50th 
Jukola in 2017. With that, he became the club’s first “Jahtivouti.” 
Hannu is still missing four Jukola appearances.
     We especially remember Timppa’s run in Sipoo in 1995, when 
he suffered a serious medical emergency at the finish and was 
taken to hospital by ambulance. The incident silenced the TuMe 
camp, and for a moment there was even consideration of 
whether the entire relay should be continued, until encouraging 
news about Timppa’s condition was received.
     As Lergo noted in the previous article, the importance of 
individual strengths in different relay legs, only really took off in 
the 2000s, although some specialization had already occurred 
for the opening and night legs.
     Girts is remembered as a highly reliable starter and had 
already proven this in his first Jukola in 1991. However, during the 
1990s he only ran the opening leg once for the first team in 1992 
and not particularly successfully. The team placed just over 
200th, more than 10 minutes behind the leaders.
     From the 1990s, Girts is above all remembered for two 
outstanding performances. In Paimio in 1993, he brought the 
team to the finish in 27th place, which at the time was the club’s 
best result ever. The absence of Swedish orienteers, who were 
banned from competing due to cases involving unexplained 
deaths, did not diminish the value of the achievement.



Three years later, Girts ran the fourth leg, closing the gap to 
the leaders by nearly two minutes, lifting the team from 44th 
place to 13th, and recording the fifth-fastest time on his leg. 
This performance helped pave the way for the club’s next 
milestone: at Rautavaara in 1996, TuMe reached the 
“Hiidenkivi” for the first time, finishing in 18th place.
     The year 1996 was otherwise successful as well. In Tiomila, 
the club achieved its best result to date, 17th place. A major 
role in this was played by the Latvian anchor runner Ants 
Grende. He performed excellently as the final-leg runner for 
three consecutive years. However, since the team’s overall 
performances in 1995 and 1997 were more modest, the final 
results were also less impressive, 46th and 26th place. Each 
time, though, Ants improved the team’s position, coincidentally 
always by seven places.
     At Paimio in 1993 was, in every respect, a major celebration 
for the club. For the first time, they entered six teams. A special 
team was also assembled from runners of the club’s earliest 
years, dating back some twenty years. The competition village 
featured an impressive club camp, complete with catering and 
illuminated advertisements created by Patu Hirvonen.
     The club also received more publicity than ever before at 
Jukola. On the radio, listeners heard how Kaspars Ummers 
advanced through the opening leg from one intermediate 
control to another in the lead, punching the final control first 
and finishing third, just four seconds behind the leader. The 
strong performance continued on the second leg, where Aigars 
ran among the leading pack, finishing tenth, only 20 seconds off 
the lead.
     On the third leg, Mikko delivered a true breakthrough as a 
relay runner. Turun Sanomat wrote that the then 18-year-old 
Mikko Knuuti showed remarkable composure by handing over in 
fourth place. The newspaper also highlighted the performance 
of TuMe’s new runner, Ville Rantala, on the sixth leg.



Ville continued to run the sixth leg the following year as well, 
but after that he became the team’s trusted starter in major 
relays for a couple of years. Originally a cross-country skier, 
Ville had only competed in orienteering before joining TuMe as 
part of Littoisten Loiske’s recreational orienteering team.
     Although Mikko is remembered as the “Black Rider of the 
Night,” with many of his top performances coming on night legs, 
during the 1990s he actually ran a wide range of legs. By 1998, 
he had competed on every leg except the opening one, for 
example, serving as the anchor runner in 1998.
     If Lergo was known in the 1980s as a reliable second-leg 
runner, in the 1990s he had to be deployed more flexibly 
depending on the situation. He ran three times on different 
versions of the fifth leg and once as the anchor. In 1994, two 
weeks after an appendectomy.
     Lergo ran for the last time in TuMe’s first team in 1998. Once 
again on the second leg, he delivered what ultimately became 
his best personal Jukola performance, finishing third, just six 
seconds behind the leader. For Aigars, who had delivered 
consistently solid performances year after year, the 1998 Jukola 
Relay was also his final appearance in the first team.
     Following in Ville’s footsteps, Pessi Liukkonen joined the club 
the next year 1994. He, too, is remembered for strong opening 
legs, especially in 1999. However, during the 1990s in Jukola he 
most often ran the shorter fourth and fifth legs. His standout 
performance came in Sipoo in 1995, where he recorded the 
fifth-fastest time on the fourth leg overall, closed a one-minute 
gap to the leaders, and lifted the team by 46 places.
     Between 1992 and 1998, the first team also featured one-
time appearances by Marko Orell (1993), Pekka Kaski (1997), 
Sami Virta (1998), and the British runner Sigmund Gould (1998). 
The club fielded four teams in Jukola in 1992, and thereafter 
between five and six teams annually.
Häiskä

In 1995, Ville prepares for the opening leg 
with assistance from Rane and Häiskä.

Girts comes in and sends 
Mikko out.
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