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Suunnistusmänkijä is the newsletter of the orienteering club
Turun Metsänkävijät, which is distributed by email almost on the 
first Monday of every month. It can be read on the club's website 
under “Jäsenille". Send announcements, tips, pictures and reports 
about your competitions, training, trips. The deadline is always at 
the end of the month. Address is kari.vainio@tume.fi.

Finally on the Podium

The bronze medal team on the finishing straight! Uldis brings the team 
home in third place; Danny ran the opening leg and Samu the second.
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The bronze medal team at the finish.                   Samu charging hard.

It was a rough day out there, Samu said in a TV interview

Danny, Samu and Uldis Take Third Place
Top-class performances from Danny, Samu and Uldis secured a 
long-awaited podium finish in the relay at Finnspring. It had been 
exactly two years since the last one.
     Danny stayed close to the leading group on the first leg, 
although a slower final forking created a one-minute gap to the 
lead. According to the Finnish Orienteering Federation, Samu 
delivered a blazing run, bringing our team to the exchange in the 
lead with the fastest leg time. On the anchor leg, Uldis showed 
no signs of fatigue from the previous day’s 16 km race, running 
strongly and staying with the leading trio all the way.
     The second team, Johan, Hatman and Aksu, finished 16th, 
while the third team, Edu, Ökö and Riku, placed 24th.
     In the H120 class, Vesa, Taneli and Skärde finished third. In the 
H210 class, the teams placed 6th and 9th.



Danny. Photos Ilkka Saarimäki. Johan, Edu.

Hatman. Ökö. Aksu.

Riku. Rita. Simo.



Uldis delivered a convincing performance over the
weekend ahead of Tiomila. Photo Ilkka Saarimäki.

Uldis Wins Finnspring
Uldis improved on last year’s third 
place by taking victory in the elite 
class at Finnspring. His performance 
was consistently convincing. He took 
the lead midway through the WRE 
race and held it all the way to the 
finish, steadily increasing the gap to 
the others. Second-placed Lauri 
Nenonen finished 1:50 behind, with 
the rest already more than three 
minutes back. Edu (right) was 
competing in Finland for the first 
time in a while and finished 36th in 
the elite class.



Yannick Third in WC Opener
Yannick made an impressive start to the season by finishing third 
in the opening sprint of the Orienteering World Cup in 
Switzerland. On Instagram, he described the course as intense 
and challenging, with it being difficult to identify all the best 
route choices.
     In the knock-out sprint, Yannick was eliminated in the 
semifinals. Digi also competed in the World Cup in Switzerland, 
running as part of the Latvian team that finished 16th.

Yannick said he kept a cool head in the heat of Ticino. Photo Silvan 
Schletti.

Tomas Krivda (left), Tino Polsini and Yannick.



Solid Start at the Kevätyö Relay
With two teams finishing in the top ten and a third close behind 
with a clean performance. It’s fair to say the season got off to a 
decent start at the Kevätyöviesti. We are building good 
momentum toward the major relays. Without the small 
mistakes on each leg, even a podium place would not have 
been far out of reach.
     Uldis and Sale ran a strong opening, but mistakes toward the 
end dropped both the first and second teams to about three 
minutes behind the lead. As in the previous year, Jossu and 
Danny delivered steady performances on the second leg, 
keeping both teams well in contention.
     On the anchor leg, Aksu was once again the fastest of TuMe’s 
anchors and brought the second team home in sixth place. 
Samu, after a couple of minutes lost early in the leg, had to give 
way, but in the final sprint he did an excellent job holding off 
Kalevan Rasti II and III as well as Tampereen Pyrintö I. TuMe’s 
first team finished in eighth place.
     Being self-critical, Samu commented at the finish that he 
hadn’t orienteered this poorly in four years.
     Sale continued his strong form in the same terrain in Sauvo 
the following day, finishing fourth in the men’s elite class.

Uldis and Sale pushing hard in a strong forward lean. Aksu celebrates at 
the finish. Samu shares his comments with Jossu and Mara.

Running side by side, Danny and Jossu. Photo: Yle.



Merit Badges for Orienteers
Rauli Helkkula, Juha Hiirsalmi and Simo Uusikartano received the 
TuMe merit medals awarded to them on the last Tuesday of April 
at Kolo, in connection with the 100th anniversary celebrations of 
Turun Metsänkävijät. Kari Lehto, Juha Suntila and Timo Lainema 
were not present. Mikko Knuuti had already received his badge 
earlier at the scout troop’s annual meeting in 2025.

Jukola Website Goes Live
Hannu is currently updating the club’s traditional Jukola website, 
where you can find all the necessary pre-event information. The 
address is: https://tume.fi/suunnistajat/jukola/

Fee to Be Paid Before Competitions
The membership fee and other orienteering-related payments 
should be made to the account:
 FI69 1590 3000 1511 32. The recipient is Turun Metsänkävijät.
     As a reminder, the fees are as follows: youth under 20 years €5, 
representative orienteers €10, licensed orienteers over 20 years 
€50, other adults €20. Children under 12 can be registered as 
club members when signing up themselves.

Award recipients Juha, Mikko, Rale and Simo.

https://tume.fi/suunnistajat/jukola/


Eight Seconds from a Bullseye
A bullseye or nearly a bullseye just eight seconds from victory, 
and a second-place finish came in the Jukola Relay in 2001 at 
Nikkari-Jukola. A major leap toward the very top had already 
been taken two years earlier.
     The club had a solid foundation to build on, along with the 
willingness to increase financial investment. As so often in the 
years that followed, the key was to find a strong anchor. 
Attention turned to Manu Mutka, who was returning to Finland 
from IFK Södertälje, and whom Mikko Knuuti contacted.
     Manu recalls that at the time he was looking for a new club in 
Finland to replace Espoo Suunta, while also trying to leverage 
the best possible deal as a student. However, he emphasizes 
that the most important thing was to join a team with real 
potential for success.
     Here’s how Manu remembers the early 2000s: “On top of the 
old TuMe core, strong reinforcements were coming in: Petri 
Rintala, Juha Ahokas, Janis Ozolins and Asmo Vuorenpää. I 
figured we’d now have a chance to compete and we did. Right in 
the first year we made the top ten at Jukola. After that, we had 
momentum. More top guys joined in the following years, such as 
Toni Louhisola, Sami Hämälistö, Mårten Boström and Harri 
Romppanen. Every year we were fighting at the top until 2005.”
     And success did indeed come: ninth place in 1999, eleventh 
in 2000, second in 2001, fifteenth in 2002, sixth in 2003, tenth in 
2004, and sixth again in 2005.

Preparation for the 2001 season began in December of the previous
year. On a group run in Turku: Mikko (left), Juha Ahokas, Janis Ozolins,
Rintsi, Sami Virta, Pekka Vesterinen and Asmo Vuorenpää.

Towards Kotka Jukola 2026: Part V, 1999–2014.



Petri Rintala, who joined the club at the same time as Manu, 
says he got the tip from Pessi Liukkonen. They had been army 
buddies, and Rintsi had developed the idea of testing his own 
limits.
     “Recruitment was underway, and when they were looking for 
people for the relay team, I thought I’d come and show what I’m 
made of,” Rintsi recalls. In his first Jukola in 1999, he was 
assigned the fifth leg, and after that he became a reliable night 
specialist for the second leg.
     A year after Manu and Rintsi, the top runner and anchor leg 
specialist Toni Louhisola joined the club.
     “I think Mikko asked me on the boat. Manu, Romppanen, 
Poutsa (Harri Poutiainen) and Ozolins were all familiar faces. At 
the first training camp in Madrid, I remember thinking that no 
one could beat us. I think Ozolins, Knuuti, Joni Kemppi, 
Romppanen and Mutka were there,” Loge recalls.
     Still, in Loge’s first year, the big result didn’t come, even 
though Romppanen was the fastest on the third leg in his home 
terrain in Joensuu, and after the fifth leg the team was still in 
third place.
     At Nikkari-Jukola in 2001, everything finally clicked. However, 
the distance ran out just short, as Loge, who had started four 
minutes behind the leaders and the eventual winning anchor, 
came within a mere eight seconds on the finishing straight.
     The team consisted of Poutsa, Rintsi, Romppanen, Mikko, 
Sami Hämälistö, who had joined the club, Ozolins, and Loge.



After the relay, the newspaper Pohjalainen wrote that for 
Turun Metsänkävijät, second place felt like a victory and they 
celebrated it accordingly. Anchor runner Louhisola was tossed 
into the air far more exuberantly than anchor Salmi.
    In Turun Sanomat, the club’s newly appointed chairman, 
Lergo, explained that the reason for their success lay in the 
groundwork. “We’ve put in years of work, and we’ve learned how 
to succeed in relay competitions. The team spirit is strong, and 
everyone understands that you won’t succeed by making 
mistakes.”
     Meanwhile, Helsingin Sanomat remarked, somewhat tongue-
in-cheek, what people might have said if the relay had been won 
by a scout troop.



These turn-of-the-millen-
nium years marked Mikko’s 
remarkable streak: for five 
consecutive years, from 1999 
to 2003, he handed over from 
the fourth leg in at least 
seventh place every time, 
crowned by a lead changeover 
in Asikkala in 2002. And when 
he returned to the first team 
lineup in 2007, he once again 
came in at the changeover in 
seventh place.

Mikko comes into the changeover 
in the lead in 2002.

Loge (left), Poutsa, Manu, Martins, Troy De Haas, Hämppy and Måre
sixth place in 2005.

Another reliable performer during those years was Janis 
Ozolins, who in his four years with TuMe ran the sixth leg three 
times and the fifth leg once. In his leg performances, he finished 
third once, fourth once, and fifth once.
Måre, on the other hand, is best remembered for Jämi-Jukola in 
2004, where he ran an astonishing time of 31:37 on the 8.5-
kilometre fifth leg likely still the fastest per-kilometre pace ever 
seen at Jukola. At Sippu-Jukola in 2005, Måre brought his team 
to the finish in sixth place as the anchor.
     From Jämi in 2004 began Martins Sirmais’s long run in the first 
team, continuing all the way until 2021, with only a brief stint in 
the second team in 2014. Edgars Bertuks had an even longer 
streak: he first ran in the first team in 2006 and then every year 
through to 2022.



After Sippu-Jukola in 2005, a couple of leaner years followed. In 
Salo in 2006, the team placed 26th. Loge remembers the 
reason: “One year still bothers me. I was in the role of selector. 
Slava (Vyacheslav Mukhidinov) moved so quickly into the lead 
on the second leg that, once he ended up alone in the dark, he 
got lost and made a big mistake. After that, we had no chance.”
     Loge recalls how Slava’s compatriot, one of the greatest night 
orienteers of all time, Olexandr Kratov was waiting at the 
accommodation for transport and his turn on the sixth leg. He 
ended up running with Loge in the second team. As selector, 
Loge admits he had been too modest, he himself was the 
fastest on the fourth leg of the entire relay.
     In Lapua in 2007, the team finished 16th. The strongest 
performance in the first team came from Jarl Magnus Berge, 
who was the fifth fastest on the second leg. Just eight seconds 
behind him at the changeover was Rintsi from the second team. 
With Kratov, Loge, Kjell Erik Röisland, and Kalvis Mihailovs on 
the following legs, it wasn’t much of a surprise that the second 
team reached the anchor leg ahead of the first, just like in 
Rovaniemi in 2021. Although the order had reversed by the 
finish, Slava had dropped Scott Fraser, running in a TuMe shirt 
for the first time, and the second team rose from 23rd place to 
reach the Hiidenkivi for the first time.
     The following year in Tampere, Scotsa would surely have been 
the first team’s anchor after his excellent Tiomila run, but his 
brother’s wedding prevented the trip to Finland. The anchor leg 
was handled by Edgars, who brought TuMe to the finish in eighth 
place. For Sundman, this was his first Jukola at the helm of the 
club.
     At that time, both Manu and Loge were still competing. Manu 
started the relay, and Loge ran the fourth leg as the second 
fastest, lifting TuMe into the top ten.
     A strong foundation had been laid on the previous leg by Pena 
Iso-Markku, who ran the fifth fastest split and closed the gap to 
the leaders by more than three minutes. Martins continued the 
strong pace on the fifth leg, finishing fourth on his leg, and 
Kratov followed with a sixth-place leg. The changeover positions 
had also stabilized around sixth place.

Manu (left), Kratov, and 
Edgars waiting for the 
awards ceremony in 2008.



Venla Relay Once Under 200
The history of TuMe’s Venla teams begins in 2000. That year, the 
team consisted of Kirsi Lainema, Elisa Lassy, Tytti Helin, and 
Minna Palo, finishing in 524th place. Since then, the club has 
had a Venla team participating every year. In Asikkala in 2002, 
there were as many as three teams.
     There, Göril Fristad handed over to Eija Sulavuori in 37th 
place, less than three minutes behind the leaders. Göril did 
even better the following year: she sent Eija out on the second 
leg in sixth place, just two minutes behind the lead. The final 
placing was 385th the first time and 266th the second.
     The Norwegian Göril made good use of her experience from 
her years with TuMe in Norwegian and Swedish clubs, going on 
to win the Venla relay in 2006 in the colors of Ulricehamn.
     The best result for TuMe in the Venla relay came at Kuopio-
Jukola in 2014, where Johanna Ritanotko, together with three 
Hungarian teammates, finished in 193rd place.

Göril Fristad’s twin sister 
Ingunn started in Paimio in 
2015, bringing her team to the 
changeover in 149th place.

Eija Sulavuori (right), Pirjo Viitala, Marjo
Hovirinta, Pirjo Viitala, and Henni
Hiirsalmi have been regular runners in
the Venla relay. Photo from 2018.

Between 2009 and 2012, the team’s placings ranged from 
13th to 17th. Even though the team didn’t quite deliver perfect 
performances, there were top-10 leg times every year. In Mikkeli 
in 2009, Edgars was sixth on the sixth leg; in Kytäjä in 2010, 
Slava was third on the opening leg and Martins second on the 
fourth leg, while the club’s new addition Jussi Suna was less 
than two minutes behind the lead on the second leg.
     In Virolahti in 2011, Kalvis ran the second fastest time on the 
fifth leg and Martins was seventh on the sixth. Vantaa 2012 is 
remembered for Edgars’s solo run on the first leg, he came to 
the changeover in the lead by over a minute. In Jämsä in 2013, 
the team placed 29th, and in Kuopio in 2014, 22nd. There, Juppu 
had the ninth fastest time on the second leg, and Edgars was 
sixth fastest on the sixth leg.



Memories from Loge, Manu, and Rintsi
“Extremely strong performers. Unforgettable trips touring the 
Nordic relay league around the turn of the millennium,” Loge 
recalls.
     The club’s chairman at the time, Juha Hiirsalmi, had set a 
clear goal: TuMe should win both Jukola and Tiomila. And 
indeed, we had good chances in both.
     Manu, for his part, remembers how they became really close 
friends and enjoyed spending time together. They liked training 
and having fun off the field as well.
     “We were more than just a team. A group of friends who 
wanted to work together for success, but not take it too 
seriously. We were bad boys, we didn’t hold back. After our 
second place at Tiomila in 2002, we got some pretty harsh 
feedback, including from the Orienteering Federation. Other 
clubs were jealous of us, and financially TuMe had the means to 
offer us good conditions.”
     “Outwardly, we looked like a bunch of slackers who had 
nothing to do with elite sports. We deliberately reinforced that 
image with our relaxed attitude.”
     For Rintsi, Tiomila 2002 also stands out, along with Kemppi’s 
quip: “day leg came along.” This referred to the fact that the night 
was so dark and rainy that the night specialist Kemppi didn’t 
even make it into the forest during the darkness. Rintsi also 
fondly recalls the celebrations after the second place at Tiomila 
with plenty of mud involved.
     “It was fun, but not everyone agreed. I think Häiskä himself 
had to write an official response about the incident, even to the 
Orienteering Federation.”
     Häiskä also remembers being contacted by the organizers of 
Jukola 2002, telling them: “Try to behave properly in Asikkala.”

Mud wrestling
at Tiomila 
2002. The team 
in running
order from
right: Girts, 
Poutsa, Rintsi, 
Hämppy, 
Mikko, Kelme, 
Ozolins, Måre, 
Manu and 
Loge.



In Manu’s opinion, second place at Jukola in 2001 was the 
greatest achievement this group accomplished.
     “I myself was on the other side of the world at the time and 
apparently that’s what it took for the success to happen.”
     He turns serious when recalling the death of “Esso,” Henri 
Eskola, in a car accident.
     “That was the most memorable and the most terrible thing of 
our era. Esso was a cheerful guy, a great karaoke singer, a 
dedicated trainer, and a good friend. All of us who were involved 
back then surely miss him deeply.”
     One of the major podium finishes came at Tiomila in 2008. 
That time, they stood on the balcony of the royal palace.
     “Scott was anchoring against Juha Föhr, who was in top form. 
Even our second team was in the leading pack after the long 
night. Madeleine was called up to the podium to celebrate with 
us. In all the commotion, I think a bottle of sparkling wine fell off 
the balcony,” Loge recalls ruefully.
     Scott finished fifth, while Föhr and Vehkalahti came in four 
minutes later in 11th place, after Föhr had even lost his SI card 
along the way.
     Loge’s regrets didn’t stop at just one bottle of sparkling wine:
“Unfortunately, in addition to missing one control, I also lost a 
couple of expensive Xenon lamps, and the title of TuMe’s most 
powerful Mercedes still remained about 200 horsepower short 
of Timo Varila.”
     Loge suspects that at these celebrations, Anz and Pena 
weren’t running in bear costumes along the marked route or at 
spectator controls, as had previously been the tradition. Häiskä, 
on the other hand, once again had to write a humble letter to the 
Orienteering Federation.
     As highlights and fine examples of commitment, Loge 
mentions how, for example, Ewan McCarthy and Rudolfs 
Freimanis would step in to run the crucial anchor leg for the 
second team in relays.

Loge gives great credit 
for those years to the 
people in the club, such 
as Hannu, Juha, Lergo, 
and Mikko, who were 
involved at the time.
“Anything is possible 
when the vision is clear 
and the organization is 
rock solid.”

Awards ceremony on the palace 
balcony in 2008.



Mikko’s write-up in Mänkijä about the 2002 Jukola relay, in which 
he came to the changeover in the lead.



Häiskä’s column in Turun Sanomat, published on June 18, 2001.
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